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« Parce que, devenir parent est quelque chose qui s’apprend,
pour tous les parents du monde. »
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« Il faut en définitive 
qu’à chacun soit reconnue

son identité et 
que chacun s’y reconnaisse,

afin tout simplement 
qu’ait lieu la vie »

Pierre Legendre

in. L’inestimable objet de la transmission.
Fayard 1985

« Si la fille de Pharaon 
n’avait pas retiré des eaux 
le panier du petit Moïse,

il n’y aurait pas eu 
l’Ancien Testament 

et toute notre civilisation !
Au début de tant 

de mythes anciens,
il ya quelqu’un qui sauve 
un enfant abandonné »

Milan Kundera

in. L’insoutenable légèreté de l’être.
1982

Many people, particularly those
who are childless, wish to give an
adopted child a family. In France ,
in Belgium or in Switzerland very
few children are abandoned nowa-
days and so most future parents
turn to international adoption.

Adopting a child from a foreign
country with a different cultural back-
ground is a formidable challenge:

- For the child, finding parents
and growing up in a family like any
other child entails a break with the
socio-cultural background he or she
was born into.

- For parents who, notwithstan-
ding their desire to have a child,
must remember that: “if a child has
the ‘right’ to a family”, no adult has
the right to a child ! Therefore those
who adopt will necessarily be enga-
ging in a sincere and ongoing scru-
tiny of their own selves and of  their
motivations not only when they
decide to adopt a child but at every
step of the long steep road. So this
book invites parents to work with
others and to seek out the organisa-
tions and the official structures that
can help them in their quest.

We must not forget that there are
various ways of helping children in
need. International adoption is one
of these ways. This book shows us
how best to achieve our aims in this
extraordinary adventure.
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